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Obituary
“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.  The heart of her husband doth trust in her, so that he
shall have no need of spoil.  She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life...Her children arise up, and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.”     - Proverbs 31:10-12;28

On Monday, November 26, 2007, just before dawn, the angel of silence came into the room of Anna Bell Baskerville Wilson
Bryson and commanded her to lay down this world.  In obedience to that command, this virtuous woman quietly and serenely
left behind her loved ones and journeyed to her heavenly home.

Mrs. Bryson was the second child born to the union of the late Arthur and Virginia Whitthorne Baskerville in Fayette County,
Tennessee on November 9, 1911.  She accepted Christ at an early age and joined the Belmont C.M.E. Church in Mason,
Tennessee.  Subsequent church affiliations were St. Paul C.M.E. Church in Jackson, TN, Morning Star Missionary Baptist
Church in Humboldt, TN and Lake Providence Missionary Baptist Church in Nashville, TN.

She attended the first twelve years of school in Fayette and Tipton Counties, graduating from Hoffman St. Mary’s High School.
Anna then matriculated at Lane College in Jackson, TN and alternately taught school until she completed the requirements
for a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education.  She was a dedicated elementary school teacher for well over thirty years in Fayette
and Gibson Counties until her retirement in 1976 from the Humboldt City Public School System.

In 1939 Anna was united in marriage to the late Ernest Fulton Wilson.  To this union were born three children: Ernest Jr., who
lived for two days, Ernestine and Virginia.  In 1957 Anna was married to the late S. Chester Bryson.  She was a loving and
devoted wife to both husbands.

Anna’s faith, church attendance and participation were paramount in her life.  At Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church she
was a teacher in both Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, a member of the Dorcas Circle and the Mothers’ Board.
During her years at Lake Providence Missionary Baptist Church, she was a member of the Mother’s Board, the Senior Citizens
group and the bi-monthly bible class.  She attended church regularly and truly missed the spiritual uplifting when she was
unable to be there.     

Civic and community memberships were very important, also.  Anna was a member of the Gloxinia Art and Garden Club, The
Order of Eastern Star, and the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc.  Additionally, she proudly worked at the
voting precinct each election day.  

Mrs. Bryson’s sense of commitment and duty were well known to those who knew her.  In all that she did, she always gave
her best and praised God for His many blessings.  She will be remembered for her faith, love of life, unwavering support of
her family and her optimism even in the most difficult of circumstances.  Her kind and gentle manner has earned her affection
in the hearts of many.

Anna was preceded in death by her parents, son, husbands, brothers [William and Dudley Baskerville], sisters [Lucy Watkins
and Leathy Maclin] and grandson [Christopher Barnett].  She is survived by her loving and devoted daughters, Ernestine A.
Wilson and Virginia Wilson [Lester] McClain; children by marriage: Myrtle Bryson [Willie] Fitzgerald, Myra Bryson [Bobby]
Barnett, and Chester [Francine] Owens; grandchildren: Treasure McClain, Esq., Justin McClain, M.D., Anthony Fitzgerald,
Angela Fitzgerald, Arnold [Rochelle] Fitzgerald, Esther Fitzgerald, William Fitzgerald, Orin Brett [Josephine] Clay, Chester
Owens, Jr., Chessea Owens and Chesslyn Owens; eight great grandchildren; nieces and nephews: Marva D. Baskerville,
Chester A. [Janice] Baskerville, Donald L. [Evelyn] Baskerville, Myra R. [Alvin] Whitney, Laval S. [Connie] Wilson and a host of
loving cousins, many dear friends, Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church, Lake Providence Missionary Baptist Church,
and Belmont C.M.E. Church Families.

               



To my dearest family, some things I'd like to say,

But first of all to let you know that I arrived okay.

I'm writing this from Heaven, where I dwell with God above,

Where there are no tears or sadness, there is just eternal Love.

Please do not be unhappy, just because I'm out of sight,

Remember that I'm with you, every morning, noon and night.

That day I had to leave you, when my life on earth was through,

God picked me up and hugged me, and said, "I welcome you".

"It's good to have you back again. 

You were missed while you were gone.

As for your dearest family, they'll be here later on.

I need you here so badly as part of my big plan.

There's so much that we have to do, to help our mortal man".

Then God gave me a list of things he wished for me to do.

And foremost on that list of mine, is to watch and care for you.

I will be beside you, every day of the week and year,

And when you're sad I'm standing there, to wipe away the tear.

And when you lie in bed at night, the day's chores put to flight,

God and I are closest to you in the middle of the night.

When you think of my life on Earth, and all those loving years,

Because you're only human, there's bound to be some tears.

One thing is for certain, though my life on Earth is over,

I am closer to you now than I ever was before.

And to my many friends, trust God knows what is best.

I am not far away from you, I'm just beyond the crest.

There are rocky roads ahead for you and many hills to climb,

Together we can do it, taking one day at a time.

It was my philosophy and please I'd like for you,

To give unto the world, so the world will give to you.

If you can help someone who's in sorrow or in pain,

Then you can say to God at night, my day was not in vain.

And now I am contented that my life was worthwhile,

Knowing as I passed along the way, I made somebody smile.

When you're walking down the street and I am on your mind,

I'm walking in your footsteps, only half a step behind.

And when you feel a gentle breeze of wind upon your face,

That's me giving you a great big hug, or just a soft embrace.

When it's time for you to go from that body to be free,

Remember you are not going, you are coming home to me.

I will always love you, from that place way up above,

I will be in touch again soon.

P.S. God sends his love.

(author unknown)

Loving Tributes
Mother

To a very thoughtful Mother

Who has taught me many things

You have grounded me with roots

And challenged me with wings

Helping me to not give up

And always keep on caring

Encouraged by the selfless love

That you were always sharing

There are ten thousand joys

And more given from above

But it is to you, my only Mother

I give this with my love

TO MY DEAREST FAMILY
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For every prayer, kind word, thought and deed of service, the family is deeply grateful.  The family
will always hold in remembrance your kind and meaningful expressions of sympathy.  Realizing
that each tomorrow is not ours to understand and knowing that God never allows hurt needlessly
and never wastes our pain, we recognize our gains in you, our friends and loved ones.  Your
flowers, cards, whispered prayers, and every deed of kindness have been a source of strength
and support.

We sincerely appreciate the services provided by the owners, staff, and care givers [Jessica Lee,
Terri Lomax, Valerie Valdez and Bonnie Williams] of Sitters Etc., Inc.  We are also grateful to the
following care givers: Gladys Burns, Dolores Carr, Joi Cash and Karen Foxx.

- The Family

                 


